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FIRST SAMUEL STUDY 
CHAPTER 16:1-23 

 
 

MEDIA REFERENCE NUMBER WNX329      FEBRUARY 20, 2002      

 

THE TITLE OF THE MESSAGE: 
 

“WHEN GOD COMES UPON A MAN” – PART 2 
 

 
 

 
SUBJECT TOPICALLY REFERENCED UNDER: 

 
 

Calling, Pastors, Ministry, Churches 
 

 

INTRODUCTION to the text :                               I Samuel 16:1-23 
 

The Lord Loves His People! 
 

Jeremiah 3:14a-15 
"Return, O backsliding children," says the LORD; "for I am married to you.  15 "And I will give you shepherds 

(pastors) according to My heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding. 
 

Saul was the people’s choice for king.  But God had a whole different KIND of man in 
mind to shepherd His people. 

 

Ministry by Assumption, 
Is a common but dangerous thing among “ministers” 

 

What is the Mark of a True Pastor? 
He is to Teach (feed them) & He is to Tend (know them). 

In Time, The Sheep can Tell 
 

WHEN GOD COMES UPON A MAN 
 

1.) It’s because God knows all things             vv. 1-3 
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a.) Samuel’s heart was to be “in-line” with God’s heart 
 
1 Now the LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected 

him from reigning over Israel? 
 

b.) Samuel is weakened by Saul’s ministry 
 

2 And Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me." 
 

Self-Examination of “Self” 
2 Corinthians 13:5-6 

Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know 
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?-- unless indeed you are disqualified. 6 But I trust that 

you will know that we are not disqualified. 
 

A Godly Example 
c.) Samuel must obey the call of God – You Must! 

 
1 Fill your horn with oil, and go 

 

The Oil 
A Biblical Type of the Holy Spirit 

 

WHEN GOD COMES UPON A MAN 
 

2.) It’s based upon His will being done                   vv. 4-7 
 

7 But the LORD said to Samuel,  
"Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have refused him. 
For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the 

LORD looks at the heart." 
 

a.) His will is not biased by earthly powers 

HUMAN JUDGEMENT IS FLAWED 
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b.) God’s standard for ministry 
 

7 For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks at the heart." 

 
Who are the real ministers and ministries? 

 

A Jesus-Hearted Ministry 
 

Psalm 147:10-11 
He does not delight in the strength of the horse; he takes no pleasure in the legs of a man.  11 

The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His mercy. 
 

WHEN GOD COMES UPON A MAN 
3.) It will be by the power of the Holy Spirit                vv. 8-13 

 

12 So he sent and brought David in. Now he was ruddy (tanned skin), with bright eyes, (lively) 
and good-looking (strong features). And the LORD said, "Arise, anoint him; for this is the 

one!"   
 

a.) The Selection of God is Rooted in Him = Mystery 
 

The Other Brothers 
 

It’s The Heart - that God is 
Interested in. 

 
Genesis 18:25 

…Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 
 

Romans 8:28-30 
And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose.  29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also 

justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 
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b.) The Calling of God is not up to human reason 
 
11 …and there he is, keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring him. For 

we will not sit down till he comes here."   
Shepherds Smell & They’re not always “book smart” 

 
1 Chronicles 17:7-8 

"I took you from the sheepfold, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people Israel…. 
 

God Made David 
 

God Doesn’t Call the Gifted – He Gifts the Called 
Romans 11:29 

For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 
 

Ephesians 2:10 
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand that we should walk in them. 
 
12 So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good-looking. And 
the LORD said, "Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!"  13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil 

and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David 
from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah. 

 
Ephesians 5:18 

And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; 
 But (similar, but contrasting) be filled (filled again and again = re-fueled) with the Spirit, 

 
Wine Possesses You 

SO DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

Wine Controls You 
SO DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 
Wine Brings You Under Its Influence 

SO DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

“The Promise of the Father” 
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Acts 1:4-5 

And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me; 5 "for 
John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 

from now." 
 

The filling or baptism OF THE Holy Spirit is very different 
from baptism BY THE spirit. 

 
Baptism BY THE Holy Spirit is a one-time event at the moment of salvation.  

 
It is an Act of the Holy Spirit placing you into the Body (Church) of Christ.  It has nothing to 

do with water baptism. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:7-12 
But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:  8 for to one is given 

the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same 
Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to 
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another 

different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same 
Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.  12 For as the 

body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one 
body, so also is Christ. 

“The filling or baptism OF THE Holy Spirit is a 
continuous re-fueling of power in the life of the 

Christian.” 
 

The Baptism IN THE Holy Spirit 
Is a continuous event - It places the POWER of the Holy 

Spirit upon you, making you FILLED for victory and service. 
It too has nothing to do with water baptism 

 
Matthew 3:11 

"I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier 
than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire. 
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Acts 4:29-31 
"Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may 

speak Your word, 30 "by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be 
done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus."  31 And when they had prayed, the place 
where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, 

and they spoke the word of God with boldness. 
 

Acts 1:8 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

Joy & Holy Spirit Awaits You 
 

Acts 13:52 
And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 

 
Paul’s Need to be Filled before Take Off 

Acts 9:17 
And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, "Brother 

Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may 
receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 

Rivers of Living Water 

John 7:37-39 
On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, 
let him come to Me and drink.  38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his 

heart will flow rivers of living water (gushing or moving or active water)." 39 But this He spoke 
concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not 

yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 

The Jews Would Never Drink from Standing Water 
It was considered dead and poisoned. 

 
 

Luke 11:9-13 
"So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you.  10 "For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who 
knocks it will be opened. 11 "If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give 
him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish? 12 "Or if he 
asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  13 "If you then, being evil, know how to give 

good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask Him!" 
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The Functionality of the Holy Spirit 
 

John 16:7-11 
"…I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper 
will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. 8 "And when He has come, He will 
convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 "of sin, because they do not 

believe in Me; 10 "of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; 11 "of 
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 

 
John 14:16-18 

"And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He (person) may abide 
with you forever—even 17 "the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you (para) and will be 
in (en) you. 18 "I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 

 

The (para) and The (en) Experience 
 

The (epi) Experience 
 

The “alongside, inside, & upon,  
experience” of the Holy Spirit. 

 

WHEN GOD COMES UPON A MAN 
 

He does so by the Holy Spirit 
 

 
End of Part 2 


