If My People
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Deuteronomy 28
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How often do you talk to your friends?

1. What does often mean?
2. What does talk mean?

3. And what does friend mean?

e When we talk to a friend, it’s a two-way conversation - It - often
begins casually by greeting.

e Often involves a complement or kind word of appreciation.
e Involves the listening in the hearing of the other in response.

e Only then does the conversation go deeper into what really
matters.

“Prayer is simply a two-way communication
between you and God
Billy Graham

“Break Glass In Case of Emergency”

Prayer is the very link that connects us to Almighty God.
EM bounds.




Matthew 6:31-34
“Therefore do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?’ or “What shall
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the
Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these
things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things.
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

“To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive
without breathing.”
— Martin Luther

“To desire revival and at the same time to neglect (personal) prayer
and devotion is to wish one way and walk another. Pray hardest when
it’s hardest to pray.”

- A.W. Tozer

"We are to pray in times of adversity, lest we become faithless and
unbelieving. We are to pray in times of prosperity, lest we become
boastful and proud. We are to pray in times of danger, lest we
become fearful and doubting. We are to pray in times of security, lest
we become self-sufficient." — Billy Graham

“True prayer is neither a mere mental exercise nor a vocal
performance. It is far deeper than that — it is a spiritual transaction
with the Creator of Heaven and Earth.
| pray, | do not wish. | have God, not a genie.”

— Charles Spurgeon

IF you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you.
- John 15:7
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IF my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will
hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

- 2 Chronicles 7:14

The Rending of Our Hearts & Minds in Repentance

Many of God’s People in Hiding Today are Distracted

Genesis 3:8-11a

And Adam and Eve heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves
from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9
Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?”

10 So he said, “l heard Your voice in the garden, and | was afraid
because | was naked; and | hid myself.” 11 And He said, “Who told
you that you were naked?

Lest Your Hearts Fail You - - | Must Give You The
diagnosis / the bad news First

Deuteronomy 28:15-19
“But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the
LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments
and His statutes which | command you today, that all these
curses will come upon you and overtake you: 16 “Cursed shall
you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country. 17
“Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 18
“Cursed shall be the fruit of your body and the produce of
your land, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your
flocks. 19 “Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed
shall you be when you go out.
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Deuteronomy 28:20-24
“The LORD will send on you cursing, confusion, and rebuke in
all that you set your hand to do, until you are destroyed and
until you perish quickly, because of the wickedness of your
doings in which you have forsaken Me. 21 The LORD will make
the plague cling to you until He has consumed you from the
land which you are going to possess. 22 The LORD will strike
you with consumption, with fever, with inflammation, with
severe burning fever, with the sword, with scorching, and with
mildew; they shall pursue you until you perish. 23 And your
heavens which are over your head shall be bronze, and the
earth which is under you shall be iron. 24 The LORD wiill
change the rain of your land to powder and dust; from the
heaven it shall come down on you until you are destroyed.

Deuteronomy 28:25-29
“The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your
enemies; you shall go out one way against them and flee
seven ways before them; and you shall become troublesome
to all the kingdoms of the earth. 26 Your carcasses shall be
food for all the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth,
and no one shall frighten them away. 27 The LORD will strike
you with the boils of Egypt, with tumors, with the scab, and
with the itch, from which you cannot be healed. 28 The LORD
will strike you with madness and blindness and confusion of
heart. 29 And you shall grope at noonday, as a blind man
gropes in darkness; you shall not prosper in your ways; you
shall be only oppressed and plundered continually, and no
one shall save you.




Deuteronomy 28:30-35
“You shall betroth a wife, but another man shall lie with her;
you shall build a house, but you shall not dwell in it; you shall
plant a vineyard, but shall not gather its grapes. 31 Your ox
shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but you shall not eat of
it; your donkey shall be violently taken away from before you,
and shall not be restored to you; your sheep shall be given to
your enemies, and you shall have no one to rescue them. 32
Your sons and your daughters shall be given to another
people, and your eyes shall look and fail with longing for them
all day long; and there shall be no strength in your hand. 33 A
nation whom you have not known shall eat the fruit of your
land and the produce of your labor, and you shall be only
oppressed and crushed continually. 34 So you shall be driven
mad because of the sight which your eyes see. 35 The LORD
will strike you in the knees and on the legs with severe boils
which cannot be healed, and from the sole of your foot to the
top of your head.

Deuteronomy 28:36-37

“The LORD will bring you and the king whom you set over you

to a nation which neither you nor your fathers have known,
and there you shall serve other gods—wood and stone. 37
And you shall become an astonishment, a proverb, and a
byword among all nations where the LORD will drive you.

Deuteronomy 28:38-42
“You shall carry much seed out to the field but gather little in,
for the locust shall consume it. 39 You shall plant vineyards




and tend them, but you shall neither drink of the wine nor
gather the grapes; for the worms shall eat them. 40 You shall
have olive trees throughout all your territory, but you shall
not anoint yourself with the oil; for your olives shall drop off.
41 You shall beget sons and daughters, but they shall not be
yours; for they shall go into captivity. 42 Locusts shall
consume all your trees and the produce of your land.

Deuteronomy 28:43-44
“The alien who is among you shall rise higher and higher
above you, and you shall come down lower and lower. 44 He
shall lend to you, but you shall not lend to him; he shall be the
head, and you shall be the tail.

Deuteronomy 28:45-47
“Moreover all these curses shall come upon you and pursue
and overtake you, until you are destroyed, because you did
not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep His
commandments and His statutes which He commanded you.
46 And they shall be upon you for a sign and a wonder, and on
your descendants forever. 47 “Because you did not serve the
LORD your God with joy and gladness of heart, for the
abundance of everything,

Deuteronomy 28:48-51
Therefore you shall serve your enemies, whom the LORD wiill
send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in
need of everything; and He will put a yoke of iron on your
neck until He has destroyed you. 49 The LORD wiill bring a
nation against you from afar, from the end of the earth, as
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swift as the eagle flies, a nation whose language you will not
understand, 50 a nation of fierce countenance, which does not
respect the elderly nor show favor to the young. 51 And they
shall eat the increase of your livestock and the produce of
your land, until you are destroyed; they shall not leave you
grain or new wine or oil, or the increase of your cattle or the
offspring of your flocks, until they have destroyed you.

Deuteronomy 28:52-57
“They shall besiege you at all your gates (borders) until your
high and fortified walls, in which you trust, come down
throughout all your land; and they shall besiege you at all your
gates (borders) throughout all your land which the LORD your

God has given you. 53-Yeu-shall-eat-the-fruit-of-yourown
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Deuteronomy 28:58-63
“If you do not carefully observe all the words of this law that
are written in this book, that you may fear this glorious and
awesome name, THE LORD YOUR GOD, 59 then the LORD wiill
bring upon you and your descendants extraordinary plagues—
great and prolonged plagues—and serious and prolonged
sicknesses. 60 Moreover He will bring back on you all the
diseases of Egypt, of which you were afraid, and they shall
cling to you. 61 Also every sickness and every plague, which is
not written in this Book of the Law, will the LORD bring upon
you until you are destroyed. 62 You shall be left few in
number, whereas you were as the stars of heaven in
multitude, because you would not obey the voice of the LORD
your God. 63 And it shall be, that just as the LORD rejoiced
over you to do you good and multiply you, so the LORD wiill
rejoice over you to destroy you and bring you to nothing; and
you shall be plucked from off the land which you go to
possess.

Deuteronomy 28:64-68
“Then the LORD will scatter you among all peoples, from one
end of the earth to the other, and there you shall serve other
gods, which neither you nor your fathers have known—wood
and stone. 65 And among those nations you shall find no rest,
nor shall the sole of your foot have a resting place; but there
the LORD will give you a trembling heart, failing eyes, and




anguish of soul. 66 Your life shall hang in doubt before you;
you shall fear day and night, and have no assurance of life. 67
In the morning you shall say, “Oh, that it were evening!” And
at evening you shall say, ‘Oh, that it were morning!’ because
of the fear which terrifies your heart, and because of the sight
which your eyes see. 68 “And the LORD will take you back to
Egypt in ships, by the way of which | said to you, ‘You shall
never see it again.” And there you shall be offered for sale to
your enemies as male and female slaves, but no one will buy
you.”

The Blessing

Deuteronomy 28:1-2
“Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the
LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which |
command you today, that the LORD your God will set you high above
all nations of the earth. 2 And all these blessings shall come upon you
and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the LORD your God:

Deuteronomy 28:3-6
“Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the
country. 4 “Blessed shall be the fruit of your body, the produce of
your ground and the increase of your herds, the increase of your
cattle and the offspring of your flocks. :5 “Blessed shall be your basket
and your kneading bowl. 6 “Blessed shall you be when you come in,
and blessed shall you be when you go out.

Deuteronomy 28:7-8
“The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against you to be
defeated before your face; they shall come out against you one way




and flee before you seven ways. :8 “The LORD will command the
blessing on you in your storehouses and in all to which you set your
hand, and He will bless you in the land which the LORD your God is
giving you.

Deuteronomy 28:9-14

“The LORD will establish you as a holy people to Himself, just as He

has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD your

God and walk in His ways. 10 Then all peoples of the earth shall see
that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they shall be afraid
of you. 11 And the LORD will grant you plenty of goods, in the fruit of

your body, in the increase of your livestock, and in the produce of
your ground, in the land of which the LORD swore to your fathers to

give you. 12 The LORD will open to you His good treasure, the
heavens, to give the rain to your land in its season, and to bless all the
work of your hand. You shall lend to many nations, but you shall not
borrow. 13 And the LORD will make you the head and not the tail; you
shall be above only, and not be beneath, if you heed the
commandments of the LORD your God, which | command you today,
and are careful to observe them. 14 So you shall not turn aside from
any of the words which | command you this day, to the right or the
left, to go after other gods to serve them.

Psalm 34:4
| sought the LORD, and He heard me,
and delivered me from all my fears.

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. -

Philippians 4:6 ESV
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2 Chronicles 7:1-14
When Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven
and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of
the LORD filled the temple. 2 And the priests could not enter the
house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD had filled the
LORD’S house. 3 When all the children of Israel saw how the fire came
down, and the glory of the LORD on the temple, they bowed their
faces to the ground on the pavement, and worshiped and praised the
LORD, saying: “For He is good, For His mercy endures forever.”

:4 Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices before the
LORD. 5 King Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty-two thousand
bulls and one hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all
the people dedicated the house of God. 6 And the priests attended to
their services; the Levites also with instruments of the music of the
LORD, which King David had made to praise the LORD, saying, “For His
mercy endures forever,” whenever David offered praise by their
ministry. The priests sounded trumpets opposite them, while all Israel
stood.7 Furthermore Solomon consecrated the middle of the court
that was in front of the house of the LORD; for there he offered burnt
offerings and the fat of the peace offerings, because the bronze altar
which Solomon had made was not able to receive the burnt offerings,
the grain offerings, and the fat. 8 At that time Solomon kept the feast
seven days, and all Israel with him, a very great assembly from the
entrance of Hamath to the Brook of Egypt. 9 And on the eighth day
they held a sacred assembly, for they observed the dedication of the
altar seven days, and the feast seven days. 10 On the twenty-third day
of the seventh month he sent the people away to their tents, joyful
and glad of heart for the good that the LORD had done for David, for
Solomon, and for His people Israel. 11 Thus Solomon finished the
house of the LORD and the king’s house; and Solomon successfully
accomplished all that came into his heart to make in the house of the
LORD and in his own house. 12 Then the LORD appeared to Solomon
by night, and said to him: “I have heard your prayer, and have chosen
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this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice. 13 When | shut up heaven
and there is no rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or
send pestilence among My people, 14 if My people who are called by
My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and
turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin and heal their land.
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