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A NEW YEAR’S DAY COMMISSION 2023 
A COMING YEAR IS NOW UPON US, ONE OF PERSONAL CHOICES, DECISIONS AND COMMITMENTS 

 

Hebrews 11:13-16 
 

Media Reference Number JHX554       Sunday, January 1, 2023  
 

 

THE TITLE OF THE MESSAGE: 

Pilgrims 20:23 
 

Living A Victorious Christian Life By Being Equipped For Every Day And Every 
Hour And Every Moment Throughout the Year. 

 

 
 

SUBJECT TOPICALLY REFERENCED UNDER: 
New Year, Hope, Perseverance, Expectation, Maturity, Discipleship, Rapture 

 

 

The Pilgrim Video Plays Opening the Service 
What does the flight of the Pilgrims from Europe some 400 years 

ago have to do with us today – on this New Years’ Day? 
– everything! 

 

Romans 15:4 
For whatever things were written before {HISTORY} were written for our learning, that we 

through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 
 

This is a General Rule both – 
from the Scriptures as well as History! 

 

Hebrews 11:13-16 
13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and 

were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth. 14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 
15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might 

have had opportunity to have returned. 16 But now they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for 

them a city. 
 

Over the years, there have been a handful 
of verses that have “marked” my {shield of faith} moving into a new year. 
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Psalm 65:11 
You crown the year with Your goodness, And Your paths drip with abundance. 

 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of 
evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, 

and I will listen to you. 13 And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all 
your heart. 

 

Joshua 1:3,5-9 
Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses… 5 

No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will 
be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and of good courage… 7 Only be 
strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses 
My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may 
prosper wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you 

shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in 
it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I 
not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for 

the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

1.) Be Aware 
 

2 Timothy 4:1-4 
I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the 

dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of 
season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come 

when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they 
have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears 

away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables 

 

If you determine today to be {AWARE} then you will not be fooled 
or deceived by those who are coming. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

2.) Be Knowing 
 



3 
 

2 Peter 3:17-18 
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

3.) Be Expectant 
 

1 John 3:2-3 
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but 
we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And 

everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

4.) Be Urgent 
 

2 Timothy 4:5 
But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, 

do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

5.) Be Active 
 

Galatians 6:9-10 
And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose 
heart. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are 

of the household of faith. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

6.) Be Communicating 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God 

in Christ Jesus for you. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

7.) Be Contending 
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Jude 1:3 
Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for 

all delivered to the saints. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

8.) Be Loving 
 

Matthew 5:44-45 
But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate 

you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of 
your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain 

on the just and on the unjust. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

9.) Be True 
 

1 John 1:5-10 
This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in 
Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, 
we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If 
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess 

our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not 

in us. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

10.) Be Faithful 
 

Revelation 2:10 
Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to 

throw some of you into prison…. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

11.) Be Cooperating 
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Isaiah 6:8 
I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, and who will go 

for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” 
 

Pilgrims 20:23 

12.) Be Still 
 

Isaiah 40:30-31 
Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall, 31 but those 

who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

13.) Be Less 
 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 
And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect I 

weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in 

persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

14.) Be More 
 

Ephesians 3:20-21 
Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according 

to the power that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to al 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

15.) Be Done 
 

2 Corinthians 10:4-6 
For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 
5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and being ready to punish all 

disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled. 
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Pilgrims 20:23 

16.) Be Holy 
 

Isaiah 6:5-7 
So I said: “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts.” 6 Then 

one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the 
tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth with it, and said: “Behold, this has touched 

your lips; Your iniquity is taken away, And your sin purged.” 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

17.) Be Wise 
 

Proverbs 3:5-8 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your 
ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 
Fear the LORD and depart from evil. 8 It will be health to your flesh, And strength to your 

bones. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

18.) Be Prepared (oil) 
 

Matthew 25:1-13 
“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went 
out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 3 Those 

who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took oil in their 
vessels with their lamps. 5 But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and 

slept. 6 “And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet 
him!’ 7 Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the 

wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, 
“No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy 

for yourselves.’ 10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. 11 “Afterward the other virgins 

came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ 12 But he answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to 
you, I do not know you.’ 13 “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in 

which the Son of Man is coming. 
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Pilgrims 20:23 

19.) Be Walking 
 

Matthew 4:18-20 
And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 Then He said to them, “Follow 
Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 

 

Romans 8:1 
There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, 

who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 

 

Pilgrims 20:23 

20.) Be Jesus 
 

John 20:21-22 
So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 

And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive (to be placed in the 

grip of another. to incur or to be subdued) the Holy Spirit. 

 

“Our hope rests in God. There is no Pilgrim Mayflower 
for us this time around - but Jesus Christ is!” 

 

Philippians 3:13 
Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those 

things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 

 

Let’s Stand for The Dedication. 

Let’s Stand for The Reception. 

Let’s Stand for The Commissioning. 

Let’s Stand for The Sending. 
 

____________ End of Study ____________ 
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