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Critics and skeptics
of the Bible raise a
variety of
objections and
questions regarding
the existence of
God, the truth-
fulness of the Bible,
and so on.






Matthew 25:31-41

31 “When the Son of Man comes
in His glory, and all the holy
angels with Him, then He will sit
on the throne of His glory. 32 All
the nations will be gathered
before Him, and He [Jesus] will
separate them one from another,
as a shepherd divides his sheep
from the goats. 33 And He will




Matthew 25:31-41

set the sheep [a ref. to redeemed
believers] on His right hand, but
the goats [a ref. to the unsaved] on
the left. 3* Then the King will say
to those on His right hand,
‘Come, you blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the
foundation of the world . . . ”



Matthew 25:31-41

41 “Then He will also say to
those on the left hand, ‘Depart
from Me, you cursed, into the
everlasting fire prepared for the
devil and his angels.’”



outer darkness (Matt. 25:30)

weeping (Matt. 25:30, 8:12)

gnashing of teeth (Mmatt. 25:30, 13:50)
everlasting punishment (Matt. 25:46)
separation from God (Mmt. 25:46, 2 Th. 1:9)
wailing (Matt. 13:42)

torment (Luke 16:23)

flames (Luke 16:24)



“A God of love
would never send
anybody to a
place like that.”




Where do people get the idea
that God loves the whole world,
including sinners?




¥
oy |




The idea that God is a loving, merciful,
forgiving God comes from the Bible. It is
the Bible alone, amongst these books,
that presents God as gracious, loving,
merciful, and forgiving of sinners.
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The same divinely
inspired book that tells
us God is LOVING also
tells us that God is:

HOLY
~JUST
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Those are the people who
deserve to end up in Hell—

sinners, people like you and
me (before we were forgiven).



“Why would God
have created us if
He knew in advance
that so many people
would end up in
Hell?”







“So then, why
did He create us,
even knowing In
advance that

many would be
lost?”




Just as God
knew many
would reject Him,
the opposite is
also true; He
knew that many
would freely
receive Him and
enjoy eternity
with Him.




Should God
have refused to
create humans
just because
some would

UV EERC I EVEE:

relationship with
Him?



Should Christians refuse to start
families even though we realize that
some of our kids, grandkids, or great
grandkids may turn their backs on
God and end up in Hell?



By us giving birth to them, we are not

in any way forcing any of them to go
to Hell. They, like all people, will have
the option to receive God’s mercy and

forgiveness.






“Couldn’t God
have just created
a world in which
no one would end
up in Hell?”




Sure
He certalnly could_ |
‘have. But it would'_
not have been a
~world with - E
“humans; it WOuId' |
_ have been a world -
~ of androids.




«_Sure _
"He certalnly coul e
have. But it woul
not have beena
world with
, humans; it would &
~have been a world
of andrmds =




- “Why'’s that?”




,_"-.-WeII it would -4
~ have tobea world :f'-f
- in' which sin never

takes place.




In a universe created by a M\L

and just God, sin requires

: judgment and punishment
“(Hell). So, to prevent creatures

from going to Hell, God would
have to prevent them from
sinning. To do that, God would
have to make creatures without "

free will (i.e., without the =~

- freedom to sin).




| .The creatures would'f..'_ e
have to be creatures.

~that God pre-

- programmedto
always do what God :
wanted them to do.







For meaningful, genuine, loving relationships to exist
between God and people, people must be free—free to
love Him or free to hate Him.




“Would you like God to force you
to live your life in accord with all
His holy commandments 24

hours a day with no freedom to
do otherwise?”




which true




“What about those
who have never
heard of Jesus? Will

they be condemned
to Hell?”







“But some people

have never even
heard of God.”







Romans 1:19-20
“For what can be known about God is

.. eternal power and divine nature, have
& . been clearly seen, being understood

8 ““through what has been made [creation],
#'so that they are without excuse.”



Psalm 19:1-4

\ “The heavens tell of the glory of God.
‘» The skies display His marvelous
‘ \ craftsmanship. Day after day they
, . continue to speak; night after night they
: ;,'-Tff”. make Him known. They speak without a
' . sound or a word; their voice is silent in
B ““the skies; yet their message has gone
®out to all the Earth, and their words to
- all the world.” (New Living Translation)




2.

CONSCIENCE




Romans 2:15

“...show the work

of the Law written in their
hearts, their conscience
bearing witness, and their
thoughts alternately
accusing or else
defending them . ..”




Every person can know through an
examination of creation and their con-
science that God exists and that he
has failed to live up to God’s laws
written in their hearts.
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If:a’person will
respond to the truth

God has revealed to -

him through
creation or the
convicting work of
his conscience, God
will give that person
additional light
about Himself.



Jeremiah 29:13
“...you will seek Me
and find Me, when you
search for Me with all
your heart.”



Jeremiah 29:13
“...you will seek Me
and find Me, when you
search for Me with all
your heart.”

1 Chronicles 28:9
“If you seek Him, He
will let you find Him .. .”




Jeremiah 29:13 Hebrews 11:6

“ . ..you will seek Me “...Heis arewarder of
and find Me, when you those who seek Him.”
search for Me with ali

your heart.”

1 Chronicles 28:9
“If you seek Him, He
will let you find Him .. .”




God might send them...

° a missionary

e aradio signal

* a social media post
* a gospel tract

 an angel

e a dream or vision



In the end, all will receive what they chose in this
life, either to be with God or to be without Him.



If a person constantly ignores
God, constantly mocks Him by
the way he chooses to live,
saying, “l couldn’t care less
about what You put me here to
do, Your values, or Your Son’s
death for me. Leave me alone! |
want to live my life without
You!” God will honor that
decision and, in the end, that
person will have his preference.




“There are only two
kinds of people in
the end: those who
say to God, ‘Thy will
be done,’ and those
to whom God says,
in the end, ‘Thy will
be done.’”

~C.S. [owre




Separation from God is
not simply a sentence
that is handed down out
of the blue on judgment
day.

It is the end of a path that
is chosen, to some
degree, in this life right
here and now, day by day.




“l believe that the damned
are, in one sense,
successful rebels to the
end; that the doors of Hell
are locked on the inside.”

~C.S. [owie




“Why doesn’t God
give people a second
chance to be saved
after death?”




Every hour that
passes is an
opportunity for a
person to cry out to

God and be a
recipient of His

mercy and grace.




Hebrews 9:27

“...itis appointed
for men to die once,
but after this the

judgment.”




“Why doesn’t God
seek to reform
(change) sinners
in some form of
temporary
purgatory?”




Purgatory, according
Catholic Church, is
torment where peopl
time of suffering |




“But why doesn’t
God try something
like this in order to
reform people?”




LIFE



Strives with him
(Genesis 6:3)

Convicts him of his sin
(John 16:8)

Reminds him of God’s righteousness
(John 16:8)

Warns him of coming judgment
(Acts 24:25)

Testifies to him through creation
(Romans 1:20)

Sends him messengers with the good
news of salvation (Romans 10:15)




“It seems unfair that
God would give out the
same punishment to
everyone who ends up
in Hell. Some people
seem to be so much
more guilty of terrible
crimes than others.”




Some critics of
Christianity believe Hell
Is unjust because they
believe the Bible
indicates that “decent”
human beings who
“simply reject Jesus” are
going to get the same
punishment as people
like Adolph Hitler or
Joseph Stalin.



God is not going to indiscriminately
(i.e., randomly without careful judgment)
send the unrepentant to Hell to suffer
the exact same judgment.




Revelation 20:11-15
says every unsaved
person is going to be
resurrected to stand
before God at a
“great white throne”
to be judged for
every one of their
deeds before they
are sentenced.




Ecclesiastes 12:14 assures us that:
“God will bring every act to judgment,
everything which is hidden, whether it
is good or evil.”

Jesus said in Matthew 12:36:
- “| say to you, that every careless word
.. that men shall speak, they shall render
account for it in the day of judgment.”



And this lines up
precisely with what
Jesus said in Mark
12:40, when He
stated that the
scribes of His day
would “receive
greater
condemnation”
than others.




U SmE NSRS
|88 Em (s (EEE

)

<5 il i 7 “Hold on a second
s s 5 here Charlie. | read
- | = the Bible. Are you
saying that some
sins are more

a2 B RN serious than

i e others? | thought
YT sin was sin.”

i

: | . \,

[l

AGIEEAT] o saive w5 Tt

y

o






John 19:11

Jesus answered,

“You would have no
authority over Me,
unless it had been
given you from above;
for this reason he who
delivered Me up to you
has the greater sin.”



Jesus told the people
of Capernaum that the
judgment coming to
the people of

Sodom would be

“more tolerable”
than their judgment
(Matthew 11:24),
because the people of
Capernaum were
guilty of greater sin.



What will a “greater
condemnation”(vk. 12:40)
result in?

We don’t know for
sure. Perhaps some
will suffer a greater

degree of separation,
isolation, emptiness,

and regret.



“Why would God create
Hell to be so horrible?
| mean, come on!
Gnashing of teeth?
Darkness? Flames? Only
a crazed ogre would
create that kind of place!”




People who are still blinded to
how atrocious their sins are
(Ephesians 4:18) think Hell is
too severe of a punishment
for a lifetime of wicked deeds.



Repentant people, whose eyes
have been opened to how

offensive their sins were to our
Creator, tend to think that
Hell is precisely what they
deserved.




God is absolutely just
and perfectly fair.



God is absolutely just
and perfectly fair.

And everything God does is in harmony
with who He is.



God is absolutely just
and perfectly fair.

And everything God does is in harmony
with who He is.

So, we must conclude that Hell is the
way it is because that is precisely what the
unrepentant deserve, and no more.
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angels (Matt. 25:41).
That's why Hell

is so awful! God
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humans to go there.”
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Matthew 25:41

“...the everlasting fire
[was] prepared for the
devil and his angels.”




2 Thessalonians 1:9

“And these [who reject God] will
pay the penalty of eternal
destruction, away from [what?]

the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of His power.”




James 1:17

“Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above, and
comes down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no
variation or shadow of
turning.”



If a person
separates
himself from the
One who
provides all
those things,
he’s going to find
himself in a dark,
miserable place.



“That doesn’t
sound like
too severe a
punishment
to you?”



LIFE APART
FROM GOD.



“Hell’s punishment
[separation from God]
fits sin’s crime. . ..
The punishment fits
the crime because
the punishment is
the crime. Saying no
to God means
no God.”

“Feler Kreefl




“All right, maybe
Hell does exist,
but | could never
be happy in
Heaven knowing
my loved ones
are in Hell.”




In Heaven, our joy will
be absolutely full.



Psalm 16:11

“In Thy presence is
fullness of joy; in Thy right
hand there are pleasures
forevermore.”




Psalm 16:11

“In Thy presence is
fullness of joy; in Thy right
hand there are pleasures
forevermore.”

Revelation 21:4

“...He[God] shall wipe away
every tear from their eyes; and
there shall no longer be any death;
there shall no longer be any
mourning, or crying, or pain; the
first things have passed away.”




“If you are concerned
about your loved ones
that won’t be in Heaven,
the most irrational thing
you could do if you are
truly concerned about
those on the outside is to
remain outside yourself.”

-C.S. [owNe




Christian, do you have a loved
one on their way to Hell?



“If sinners be damned, at
least let them leap to Hell
over our bodies; and if
they will perish, let them
perish with our arms about
their knees . . . Let no one
go there unwarned and

unprayed for.”

“C.Hf. Spurgeon




Would you like to make sure
you won’t end up in Hell?






He rose from the grave three days later,
and today He offers all humanity:

* “the forgiveness of sins”
(Acts 26:18)

e “peace with God” (Romans 5:1)

e the “free gift”’ of “everlasting life”
(Romans 6:23; John 3:16)



“Whosoever believes in
Him will not perish but have
everlasting life.” —JESUS

(John 3:16)




God, thank You for loving me. Please forgive me for
my sins. | trust in Jesus Christ to save me! Come
into my life and be my Lord and Savior.



God, thank You for loving me. Please forgive me for
my sins. | trust in Jesus Christ to save me! Come
into my life and be my Lord and Savior.

Romans 10:13
“Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord
will be saved.”





